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Introduction 

• The language of instruction plays an important role in 
student’s academic achievement. This is a result of many 
studies( Komba & Bosco,2015; Ogeny,2005;Stedatee 
&Sinovashi,2014; Rogers &Harvey, 2018, etc.). Without any 
doubt, it is believed that education promotes the economic 
growth, establishes social equity and boosts the overall 
development of the country, hence of the world. This role of 
education can be fulfilled only when the knowledge acquired 
serves  for this purpose. The language is therefore, considered 
as the instrument that facilitates the acquisition of the 
knowledge. 



Introduction c’nued

• The language in the framework law number 14/004 of 11th

February 2014.

• Since the education is sought to be the  agent of socio-
economic transformation of the society and following the 
need of African countries to shift their system of education 
from Knowledge-based to competency- Based Approach in 
the perspective of finding  solutions to many social problems 
including the unemployment of youths, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo undertaken the 2000’s a series  of reforms 
of its system of education. 



continued

• To meet this demand,  many innovations have been 
introduced in the system of education including the use of 
French as official and the national languages  as media of 
teaching learning. This reform conform with the demand of 
the new approach by competences which requires the leaner 
to treat  a given number of situations, to be competent. 
However,  some situations can not be treated until the leaner 
understands them  in the local language. This can be the case 
in science, where the names of medicinal  plants are known in 
the local languages.



Continued
• It is better to mention that in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo, a part from the French language adopted again  by the 
frame work law of 2014 as the official language and the main 
medium of teaching-learning, the framework law adopted 
also  the four national languages: Kiswahili in the eastern part 
of the country, Kikongo in the western part of the country, 
Tshiluba in the Central and South-Eastern part of the country 
and Lingala in Kinshasa the capital city and the Northern part 
of the country to  be used as second languages  of teaching-
learning  in some specific situations of the competency-based 
Approach.



Materials and Methods

• To ascertain weather the masterly of language correlates with 
the overall achievement of the learner, the researcher in 
collaboration with the management of the Nile Basin Primary 
School ( NBPS), administered a test on the basic skills of 
language, the  writing and the reading skills. The test was 
based on the material learned in the first trimester of the 
school  year 2018-2019. the test was also based on French 
and Kiswahili subjects . 187 learners scatted in six forms  of 
the school constituted the study population.



Results

• The analysis of data required the use of regression analysis 
because it was necessary to compute the regression 
coefficients R, R squared, R adjusted and  the Sig. The R 
squared helped to determine the degree of contribution of the  
masterly of language on the overall student’s  achievement.

• Statistical computation required the use of some software, the 
spreadsheet and the SPSS



Continued

• Table 1. Study population of NBPS ( 2018-2019)

Form enrolment Research participants 

Form 1 42 39

Form 2 44 42

Form 3 38 35

Form 4 25 23

Form 5 25 24

Form 6 25 24

Total  199 187



Results ( continued)

Table 2. Regression coefficients and sig at 0.05 

Form R R squared   R adjusted                 sig

Form 1 .795 .632 .621 .000

Form 2 .737 .544 .533 .000

Form 3 .860 .744 .731 .000

Form 4 .757 .573 .555 .000

Form 5 .774 .600 .581 .000

Form 6 .869 .756 .745 .000



Continued
• The regression coefficients are very high for form 3and form 

6 and high for the rest of the forms.

• The R squared or  the coefficient of determination indicates  
the degree of contribution of language on the overall 
student’s achievement. We can mention that all the 
correlations were significant at 0,05

• For example the coefficient of determination of .632 indicates 
that  the  masterly of the language  contributes for 63,2% to 
the overall first form learner’s achievement. Also the 
coefficient of determination of .544 or 54,4% indicates that 
the achievement  of form2 learners is accounted for the 
masterly of the medium of instruction



continued
• The coefficients of determination indicate also that the 

masterly of the language as the medium of instruction is not 
the only factor that facilitates the success, other factors such 
as the parent’s involvement, the school management, the 
readiness of the leaner may influence the learner’s 
achievement.

• Literature( Lyon, 1989), indicates that when the leaner fail to 
master some language skills, particularly the reading skill 
before the age of 10 years, this could affect his entire life. At 
this age  the lack of reading competency is considered as a 
disability which can however be remediated.



Conclusions and recommendations

Based on the findings it was concluded that the masterly of 
language as the medium of instruction influences the academic 
achievement.

It was recommended 

To the learner to engage in the masterly of the medium of 
instruction

To teachers and school leaders to help learners acquire required 
language skills emphasizing the local language, private schools 
are also advised to implement efficiently the national curriculum

To the ministry of education   to supervise all schools to 
ascertain weather schools are implementing efficiently the 
language curriculum in order to bring needed support.



THANK YOU


